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Canadian Association of Defence and Security 
Industries 

The Canadian Association of Defence and Security Industries (CADSI) 
is the national industry voice for more than 800 Canadian defence 
and security companies that produce world-class goods, services and 
technologies made across Canada and sought the world over. The 
industries contribute to the employment of more than 60,000 
Canadians and generates $10 billion in annual revenues, roughly 60 
per cent of which come from exports. 
 

The Association’s member companies are all sizes and offer a wide spectrum of products, 
technologies and services to their customers, and to business partners in Canada, the United 
States and internationally. On the international stage, CADSI’s Canada Pavilion uses the 
Canadian maple leaf as a global calling-card at the world’s biggest defence and security trade 
shows to connect Canadian sellers with international buyers. 

 
CADSI organizes regular meetings and industry specific conferences, as well as various trade 
shows. These events including the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) Outlooks where members 
may hear directly from military leaders as they discuss their goals for the CAF, Canada’s 
annual global defence and security trade show: CANSEC, and many more. 
 
The Association is led by CADSI’s President & CEO, Christyn Cianfarani, and a Board of 
Directors. 
 
To learn more, visit www.defenceandsecurity.ca and follow us on Twitter at 
@CADSICanada. 

https://www.defenceandsecurity.ca/
https://twitter.com/CadsiCanada
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Christyn Cianfarani 
President & CEO 
Canadian Association of Defence and Security 
Industries (CADSI) 

Christyn Cianfarani is the President & CEO of the Canadian 
Association of Defence and Security Industries (CADSI) 
where her role is to lead an organization that represents the 
business interests of more than 800 member companies 
employing more than 63,000 Canadians and generating $10 
billion in revenues annually. She is responsible for creating 
an environment that showcases members both in the 
marketplace and with government stakeholders in support 
of domestic and international growth. Before joining CADSI 
on September 22, 2014, Ms. Cianfarani was Director, 
Advanced Solutions and Government Relations at CAE Inc. 

Ms. Cianfarani has substantial expertise spanning 17 years 
within Canada's aerospace, defence and security industries. She has held leadership positions in 
strategy and in the development of high-value advanced technology, intellectual property, and 
business solutions informed and developed in partnership with CAE's defence and security 
customers.  Notably, Ms. Cianfarani has contributed as an Expert Advisor in support of Special 
Advisor Mr. Tom Jenkins in the context of his Canada First: Leveraging Defence Procurement Through 
Key Industrial Capabilities report. This report has informed the Government’s Defence Procurement 
Strategy and its reform of policies and practices. Following the report, she was engaged by the 
Government of Canada for additional industry advisor work related to its implementation.    

Christyn is a member of the Government of Canada's Defence Industry Advisory Group (DIAG) in 
addition to being a member of the Canadian International Trade Tribunal (CITT) and the University of 
Ottawa's Centre for Executive Leadership, Telfer School of Management Complex Project and 
Procurement Leadership (CPPL) Advisories.  She was also a member of the Government of Canada's 
Defence Analytics Institute (DAI) Interim Board of Directors. 

Ms Cianfarani has also represented Canadian industry for Mr. Tom Jenkins’ Review of Research and 
Development in Canada and has participated in the multiple working groups that contributed to Hon. 
David Emerson’s Aerospace Review.   

Ms. Cianfarani holds a Master’s degree from the University of Toronto and a Bachelor’s degree from 
the Royal Military College of Canada, during which time she served in the Royal Canadian Navy. She is 
fluent in both official languages of Canada.  
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CANSEC: Canada’s Global Defence and Security 
Trade Show 
 

CANSEC is Canada’s premier global defence and security trade 
show. Held annually in Ottawa since 1998, the event is produced 
and hosted by the Canadian Association of Defence and Security 
Industries (CADSI). 
 
Over the years, CANSEC has grown to become North America’s 
largest tri- lateral defence event; a global show that welcomes 
over 11,000 registrants from Canada and abroad. CANSEC 2018 
will once again showcase leading- edge technology, products and 

services for land-based, naval, aerospace and joint forces military units sought the world 
over. 

 
CANSEC runs over two days and includes a trade show as well as networking events, keynotes 
speakers, and international delegations. Throughout the event, agreements and partnerships 
will be forged between companies or with governments, and new announcements will be 
made within the defence and security industry. 

 
Key conference statistics include: 

• 11,000+ registrants including 5000 Government of Canada 
representatives, and 600 Generals, top military and government 
personnel 

• 2000+ business decision makers and influencers 
• 150,000+ square feet of exhibit space 
• 300 exhibitors 
• 40 foreign delegations 

Visit the CANSEC website: www.defenceandsecurity.ca/CANSEC/ 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.defenceandsecurity.ca/CANSEC/
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